
SLAI 
hat is Second Language Ac-
quisition (SLA)?  SLA fo-
cuses on how people learn a 
language other than their 
first.  This can be any lan-

guage in any context, e.g. English in Cali-
fornia, French for monolingual English 
speakers in Quebec, or Japanese in Ala-
bama.  SLA is concerned with the proc-
esses and products of language learning, 
as well as how to teach us more effec-
tively in various contexts.  Cultural and 
linguistic diversity are obvious features of 
today’s society, and a knowledge of SLA 
processes is essential for effective teach-
ing and improved learning. 

 

    The study of Second Language Acquisi-
tion is crucial for students trying to de-
velop cross-cultural knowledge.  This has 
particular impact for California's educa-
tional system where the emphasis is on 
bilingualism and multilingualism.  Like-
wise, the teaching and learning of English 
as a Second Language (ESL) is a key ele-
ment in improving K-12 education in Cali-
fornia and in improving the eligibility of 
under-represented students for UC admis-
sion.  Through the Designated Emphasis 
(DE) in SLA, UC Davis has taken leader-
ship within the UC system and the state by 

enriching our knowledge about how lan-
guages are learned and increasing gradu-
ate students’ cross-cultural understand-
ing. 

 

    Davis has 
offered a DE 
in SLA 
since 1998.  
The DE pro-
vides doc-
toral stu-
dents in An-
thropology, 
Comparative 
Literature, 
Education, French, German, Spanish, and 
Psychology with both a theoretical and 
practical knowledge of language acquisi-
tion.  Students are required to take four 
courses and write a research paper as an 
independent study with a faculty member 
affiliated with the program.  Two of the 
courses are on theories and research 
methods of SLA, and the other two 
courses are drawn from the areas of peda-
gogy, SLA and society, SLA and multi-
lingualism, and SLA and cognition.  
These courses are taught by faculty mem-
bers in Education, German, Linguistics,  
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SECOND LANGUAGE ACQUISITION INSTITUTE 

he Davis SLA Institute seeks to enrich our 
knowledge of how languages are learned and 
increase our students’ cross-cultural aware-
ness in an increasingly internationalized 
world. Our activities support research in 

both foreign language acquisition and English as a Sec-
ond Language. The Institute brings together students and 
researchers in African-American & African Studies, 
French, German, Linguistics, Spanish, Education, East-
Asian, Native-American Studies and Psychology 
(current areas of strength on the UCD campus).  In addi-
tion, we promote innovations in language teaching and 
the development of comprehensive resources for lan-
guage learning, including the effective use of technology 
for classroom and self-access language study.  The Des-
ignated Emphasis serves Ph.D. students from all litera-
ture programs on campus. The Institute constitutes a fo-
rum on campus to allow UC Davis and other invited 
scholars to address cutting-edge issues in Second Lan-
guage Acquisition research. We specifically seek to 
broaden our knowledge base regarding bilingualism and 
multilingualism, two topics of considerable interest to 
California's education system.  
 
The SLA Institute would like to acknowledge the gener-
ous support from the Chancellor's New Initiatives  
Reserve (NIR) fund for the academic years 1997-2000. 
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The goals of the SLAI are to: 

• Establish a doctoral Designated Emphasis in Second 
Language Acquisition/technologically-based lan-
guage instruction; 

• Administrate a Graduate Group in Second Language 
Acquisition;  

• Spearhead efforts to improve undergraduate language 
delivery on campus, including the expanded use of 
technology;  

• Organize on-going colloquia dedicated to language 
acquisition research and instruction;  

• Host a national conference on Second Language Ac-
quisition;  

• Create new General Education (GE) courses to im-
prove cross-cultural competence at the undergraduate 
level;  

• Make publicly available a language acquisition re-
source library/database for self-access language study 
(i.e. Portuguese, Arabic, Tagalog, Hindi);  

• Coordinate campus outreach efforts to improve lan-
guage study in the Northern California indigenous 
communities;  

• Sponsor pre-and/or post-graduate fellowships to fos-
ter innovative research in language acquisition;  

• Maintain a website for all SLA Institute activities. 

Mission Statement   

• Heidi Byrnes                                                                   
Professor of German                                              
Georgetown University                                     
“Developing L2 Writing Curricular 
Context” 

 

• Dorothy M. Chun,                                                               
Director of the German Language    
Program                                            
University of California, Santa Barbara 
“Insights From Research for the       
Improvement of L2 Software” 

 

• Gabriele Kasper                                                            
Professor of Second Language Studies                                  
University of Hawaii at Manoa                              
“Other-repair in NS-NNS Interaction”  

 

 

• Mark Turner                                                               
Department of English 
Language & Literature                                                                      
University of Maryland                                              
“Literacy and           
Cognition" 

Speaker Series 
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Each year, SLAI invites scholars to lecture on current topics in SLA research and theory.   Last year’s presentations 
included: 
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SLA fits into their graduate and undergraduate curricu-
lum. Most schools, however, are looking for someone 
who can teach cultural studies or literature at all levels as 
well as teach some courses in applied linguistics.  It is the 
rare language department that seeks a research specializa-
tion in theoretical linguistics as well as an ability to run 
the language program.  It is clear that all departments that 
ask for expertise are seeking more than a well-trained 
language teacher. 

 

    Given the tight job market  in foreign languages, Davis 
is providing doctoral 
candidates in the lan-
guages with an unpar-
alleled opportunity to 
gain expertise in an 
area that is increas-
ingly in demand.  The 
DE in SLA also pro-

vides graduate students in literature and linguistics a sub-
field in which they can interact.  This is an area where 
students of literature and linguistics can connect in poten-
tially ground-breaking ways.  Research in SLA has al-
ways benefited from the interaction between scholars 
trained in a variety of disciplines, and this interdiscipli-
narity can be cultivated here most locally in our language 
departments as we seek new ways to learn and teach a 
second language.  Since SLA is ultimately the investiga-
tion of the relationship between form, function and/or use 
as this is played out in discourse, the study of SLA is 
common ground in language departments between lin-
guistics and literature.  The ability to talk to colleagues in 
literature, linguistics, education and psychology will 
benefit Davis graduates as departments become increas-
ingly interconnected.    

 

 

Spanish and Psychology.  Currently there are sixteen stu-
dents enrolled in the DE; these students come from Educa-
tion (5), French (1), German (2), and Spanish (8). 

    Graduate Students at UC Davis teach not only English 
to speakers of other languages, but also foreign languages 
to undergraduates.  In language departments and ESL, this 
is done under the guidance of a language coordinator who 
is trained in applied linguistics.  Graduate students who 
more fully understand the process of Second Language 
Acquisition contribute to improving the overall delivery of 
undergraduate language instruction.  Choosing  the DE in 
SLA gives gradu-
ate students the 
opportunity to in-
tegrate theory with 
the methods they 
use in the class-
room.  At UC 
Davis, graduate 
students have the opportunity to move beyond being a 
well-trained teacher to understanding curricular choices in 
undergraduate language education.  This is an important 
part of graduate student professionalization, and the DE 
makes it available to all graduate students whether their 
main area of study is anthropology, education, literature or 
linguistics. 
 

    In a review of MLA job lists for years 1998 and 1999 in 
an article entitled “Second Language Acquisition, Applied 
Linguistics and the Teaching of Foreign Languages,” 
Claire Kramsch shows that 20% of all job openings in 
French, German and Spanish specifically ask for knowl-
edge of SLA.  Some schools are seeking applicants with 
Ph.D.s in SLA, Applied Linguistics or Foreign Language 
Pedagogy to run language programs and supervise disser-
tations in SLA, and they have a clear view of how  

 

“Davis is providing doctoral candidates 
in the languages with an unparalleled 
opportunity to gain expertise in an 
area that is increasingly in demand.” 

There are a number of sources for funding small and large projects through UC Davis, the UC 
Consortium, private institutions and government agencies.  If you have an SLA project and would like 

to seek grant funding, let the SLAI help.  Contact Carlee Arnett at clarnett@ucdavis.edu. 

What is SLA?-from page 1 
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• Fuqiang Zhuo, Director of the Language Learn-
ing Center, presented technology options in lan-
guage teaching. 

 
• Simone Clay (French), David Fahy (Japanese) 

and Mary Jacob (Chinese) reported on their at-
tendance a the UC Consortium for Language 
Learning and Teaching-sponsored summer 
workshop on language teaching held at Santa 
Barbara July 2001. 

he Language Instructors Group meets twice quar-
terly to discuss and collaborate on first and second 
year language teaching across languages.  The 
group, comprised mostly of language instructors 
and TAs, also meets for a quarterly lunch.  For 

more information, please visit our web site at:             
http://SLAI.ucdavis.edu/ 
 

Last year’s presentations included: 

•  Robert Blake, Spanish, presented the newly-created 
WIMBA Voice Boards, which allow students to com-
municate by voice in a computer-mediated environ-
ment. 

 
• Norma Lopez-Burton, Spanish, presented an interac-

tive workshop on teaching culture.  
 

Language Instructors Group 

on heritage languages spoken in Califor-
nia, as well as other languages of critical 
importance in the 21st century.  Cur-
rently the database contains resources 
for some twenty languages, including 
Korean, Vietnamese, Cantonese, Taga-
log, Hindi, Hausa, Swahili, Turkish, 
Hungarian, Arabic, and Persian.  For a 
complete list of languages and resources 
for self-study, we invite you to visit our 
website at http://uccllt.ucdavis.edu/SI/.   
 
    If your department has graduate or 
undergraduate students interested in 
learning a language currently in our da-
tabase, please have them contact Carlee 
Arnett at the SLAI.  Furthermore, if 
your department has an interest in any 
of these languages as a complement to 
your curriculum, please contact the 
SLAI.   

unded by a grant from the Instruc-
tional Use of Computers (IUC), the 
SLAI has developed a Self-
Instruction Database for several 
less-commonly taught languages.  

Eve Zyzik, a graduate student in Spanish, 
has been compiling the information for this 
project during the past year.  The database 
provides detailed descriptions of books, 
courses, distance learning, multimedia soft-
ware, and other resources that are of poten-
tial interest for the self-instructed learner.  
Despite the fact that languages such as 
Turkish or Tamil are not usually offered at 
universities in the U.S., there is a wealth of 
excellent instructional materials available 
for self-study for many of these languages.   
 
    The database is primarily geared towards 
students in the UC system that would like to 
study a language not currently offered on 
their home campus.  As such, the focus is 

Developing a Self-Instruction Database 

F 

Languages of the Self-
Instruction Database: 

 

Arabic 

ASL 

Hausa 

Hindi 

Hungarian 

Korean 

Pashto 

Persian (Farsi) 

Polish 

Serbian/Croatian 

Swahili 

Tagalog 

Tamil 

Turkish 

Vietnamese 

T 

If you would like to suggest 
a topic or present your ideas, 
please contact Simone Clay 

at smclay@ucdavis.edu. 

SECOND LANGUAGE ACQUISITION INSTITUTE 
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ince 1998, Davis has offered the DE in SLA to 
graduate students in Anthropology, Com-
parative Literature, Education, French, Ger-
man, Psychology and Spanish.  There are 

currently 18 students enrolled in the program that 
requires four courses and an independent research 
project.  There are two required courses, LIN 280:  
Theories of SLA and LIN 281:  Research in SLA, and 
two electives from the areas of pedagogy, SLA and 
multilingualism, SLA and society, and SLA and cog-
nition.  Independent research projects are supervised 
by affiliated faculty. 

 

    Following is an interview with Jill 
Pellettieri, Assistant Professor of 
Spanish in the Department of World 
Languages and Hispanic Literatures 
at Cal State San Marcos.  Jill is the 
first Davis graduate to earn the Desig-
nated Emphasis in Second Language 
Acquisition and this is her view on 
how the DE is relevant in finding an 
academic job and in her current posi-
tion. 
 
1) How did the DE help you on the job 

market? 
 
 I really didn't know whether or not I was 
going to have the DE at the time I was interviewing, 
simply because the program was just being started. It 
really wasn't until I had already gotten into the position 
that I currently have that the DE was made official and I 
realized that I received it. That said, my specialization in 
terms of my dissertation was Second Language Acquisi-
tion, and at the time that was a VERY hot field and still 
continues to be within language departments. The fact 
that I could market myself as a specialist in SLA was 
very important for me while on the job market. I assume 
for those students whose research is in something unre-
lated, say literature, but who will have the DE in SLA, 
having that DE will indeed help them. It will show some 
sort of focused study in that area.  
 

2) Does the DE help you in your current position? 
 
It does in the sense that my degree is somewhat hy-
brid. I came out of a Spanish Department but a good 
deal of my coursework was taken in the Linguistics 
Department.  Being able to say that I have the DE 
helps to make more "official" my specialization in 
SLA.  I think that it helps me with some of the text-
book publishers with whom I interact.  
 
3) Did the DE benefit you while in graduate 

school? 
 
Not really, simply because the construct didn't exist 

in SLA for me while I was doing my 
courses.  However, the fact that I could 
specialize my dissertation in SLA was 
very helpful, because it was and continues 
to be what is most hot in the job market 
for Spanish Departments.  
 
Personally, I see the DE being most useful 
to Davis as a marketing tool to attract 
graduate students. I have often had con-
versations with current and potential grad 
students that want to work in Spanish, but 
want to focus in SLA. As far as I know 
Davis is one of the very few Spanish De-
partments in which a student at the Ph.D. 
level can specialize in SLA and have that 
officially recognized.  
 

In my current position we are looking to hire a lin-
guist who specializes in Spanish and/or French or 
German. We want someone who does applied work. 
As I peruse the dossiers that come in, my attention is 
quickly drawn to a candidate who has a DE in SLA.   
 
 
 
  
 
 

Designated Emphasis Benefits Graduate Students 

S 

“As I peruse 
the dossiers 
that come in, 
my attention 
is quickly 
drawn to a 
candidate 
who has a 
DE in SLA.”  
 

   -  Jill Pellettieri, Assistant Pro-
fessor of Spanish in the Depart-
ment of World Languages and 
Hispanic Literatures, California 
State University San Marcos 

SECOND LANGUAGE ACQUISITION INSTITUTE 
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end—from colleagues who speak from their own ex-
perience. 

    Participants choose hands-on workshops at their 
own level—beginning, intermediate or advanced— on 
web page creation; digital audio and video; capture 
and enhancement of images; and many other skills of 
use to the language teacher.  Up-to-date information 

on digital resources in the library, using 
class mailing lists and web-based communi-
cation tools, are also covered. 
 

    The call for participants comes out in the 
Spring.  Keep an eye out for it.  You’ll be 
grateful for the new tools you learn and for 
the pedagogical stimulation SITT provides 
each year. 

 

For information on SITT or to inquire 
about upcoming  workshops, please view their website 
at:  

             http://trc.ucdavis.edu/trc/sitt/default/

avid Fahy, a regular attendee of Summer 
Institute on Teaching and Technology 
(SITT), offers the following perspectives on 
SITT and the language teacher. 

 

Thinking of taking advantage of all the new multime-
dia opportunities in classrooms?  Thinking of creating 
a web site for your class, or enhancing one 
you struggled to make? 
 

Then SITT might be just the thing for you. 
 

   SITT is a week-long workshop held each 
July by UCD’s Teaching Resources Center.  
Faculty (ladder and lecturer) relatively new to 
technology in teaching are a main focus of the 
workshop, but there are many opportunities 
for adopters at all levels.  SITT has a strong 
pedagogy focus.  Faculty, rather than professionals, 
run the presentations and workshops.  Participants gain 
invaluable insight into what works, how, and to what 

n March 2002, the SLAI co-hosted the annual 
symposium of the Com-
puter Assisted Language 
Instruction Consortium 
(CALICO) on the UC 

Davis campus.  Under the direc-
tion of Robert Fischer and head-
quartered at Southwest Texas 
State University, CALICO  
serves as a membership of lan-
guage educators and specialists in 
high technology.  

 

    The 2002 symposium “Creating Virtual Language 
Learning Communities” continued CALICO’s tradition 

of being the principle showcase of innovative applica-
tions of technology for language 
teaching.  The program included 
pre-conference workshops and 
courseware demonstrations as 
well as panels and paper presen-
tations.  Keynote speakers in-
cluded Jim Cumins of the On-
tario Institute for Studies in 
Education at the University of 
Toronto (OISE), Gilberte 
Furstenburg of the Massachu-
setts Institute of Technology, 
and Thalia Dorwick, Editor-in-

Chief of McGraw-Hill Humanities and Social Sciences. 

CALICO 2002 

   “CALICO 2002 was our biggest and 
best CALICO conference.  The confer-
ence attracted the highest number of 
participants, received the greatest praise 
for its academic quality, and ran the 
most smoothly of all the conferences I 
have been associated with.”   
      

- Robert Fischer, Executive Director CALICO 

I 
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Technology Workshops May Improve Your Productivity 
                        SECOND LANGUAGE ACQUISITION INSTITUTE 

David Fahy,  Lecturer  
East Asian Languages & 
Cultures     



he UC Consortium for Language Learning and Teaching (UCCLLT) opened its offices in Voorhies 
Hall on the UC Davis campus in October 2000.  Established by the UC Office of the President and 
supported by each of the UC campuses, the Consortium resides at Davis under the direction of Pro-
fessor Robert Blake (Spanish & Classics). 

 
    The scope of the Consortium is broad and ambitious.  Its fundamental goal is to share the rich language re-
sources of the UC system among the campuses.  One of the most immediate objectives is to provide students 
throughout the system with access to the less-commonly taught languages that are taught predominately at UC 
Berkeley and UCLA.  The technology already exists that would enable such distance learning to take place, but 
the practical challenges are many.  The Consortium hopes to play a major role in fostering collaborations among 
the campuses.  To that end, it develops professional growth opportunities for UC ladder and non-ladder language 
faculty.   
 
    The first two annual conferences have taken place.  UCCLLT sponsored “The First UC Conference on Lan-
guage Learning: Theoretical and Pedagogical Perspectives,” coordinated by Professor Glenn Levine (UCI, Ger-
man) and held on the UC Irvine campus March 8-9, 2002.    The first annual summer workshop on “Language 
Technology” took place at the Santa Barbara campus in July 2000.  Organized and directed by Professor Doro-
thy Chun (UCSB, German), it offered an introduction to some basic tools for developing web-based materials, as 
well as some hands-on assistance in planning and beginning to implement individual technology projects.  Lad-
der and non-ladder faculty from seven campuses and representing ten languages participated.  They have been 
uniformly enthusiastic about the opportunity to collaborate, as well as to advance their technology training. 
 
    UCLA hosted the Consortium’s second workshop,  “Heritage Language Institute”, from June 22-26, 2002.  
Olga Kagan, Director of the Language Resource Program at UCLA, planned this workshop of presenters includ-
ing Provost Ray Clifford (Defense Language Institute) and Professor Guadalupe Valdes (Stanford University).   

MINI-GRANTS FOR GRADUATE STUDENTS  
SECOND LANGUAGE ACQUISITION INSTITUTE 

 
The Second Language Acquisition Institute will support graduate student research in SLA in Spring 2003.  
Proposals should be two pages in length and describe a current SLA research project that the student intends to 
carry out in Spring 2003.    The grant recipient will be selected by the SLAI Board and will present the results of 
their research to the SLAI Research Group in Fall 2003. 
 
• Award:  The one mini-grant is TA salary and benefits for one quarter (~$5,660). 
• Eligibility:  Graduate students in good standing and eligible for funding with research projects in SLA from any 

department are encouraged to apply, e.g. Education, Anthropology, Linguistics, Native American Studies, 
French, German and Spanish. 

 
DEADLINE:  December 15, 2002 

NOTIFICATION:  January 15, 2003 
For more information, please visit our website at http://slai.ucdavis.edu 
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UC Consortium Off to a Good Start 

SECOND LANGUAGE ACQUISITION INSTITUTE 



University of California, Davis 
220 Voorhies Hall 

Davis, CA 95616-8798 
7524 

      Check out our new website:  
http:/SLAI.ucdavis.edu/ 

 

 

SLAI EXECUTIVE BOARD 
Carlee Arnett, Director 

Robert Blake, Director of the UC Consortium 

Simone Clay, French and Italian 

David Fahy, East Asian Languages 

Moradewun Adejunmobi, African and African-American 
Studies 

 

 

Debra Long, Psychology 

Norma Lopez-Burton, Spanish and Classics 

Mary Lowry, Linguistics and ESL 

Maria Manoliu, French and Linguistics  

Martha Macri, Native American Studies 

Jacob Olupona, African and African-American Studies 

Vai Ramanathan, Linguistics 

Janet Smith, Anthropology 

Nora Timm, Linguistics 

Karen Watson-Gegeo, Division of Education 

Fuquaing Zhuo, Language Learning Center 

SLAI STAFF 
Carlee Arnett 
Director 
(530) 754-7151 
clarnett@ucdavis.edu 
 
 

 

SLAI MEMBERSHIP 
Francisco Alarcon, Spanish and Classics 

Bruce Anderson, French 

Antonella Bassi, Italian 

Will Benware, Linguistics 

Travis Bradley, Spanish 

Patrick Farrell, Linguistics 

Patricia Gandara, Division of Education 

Sima Gottesfeld, Hebrew 

Mary Jacob, Chinese 

Janet Lane, Linguistics and ESL 

SLAI SECOND LANUGAGE 
ACQUISITION INSTITUTE 

 
Karen Callahan 
Office Manager 
(530) 752-2719 
kplillis@ucdavis.edu 


